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World Design Capital Helsinki 2012, a joint project by Helsinki, Espoo, Vantaa,
Kauniainen, Lahti and other partners, extends an open invitation to citizens,
companies and other organizations, clubs, universities and other educational
institutions, city districts, and all other interested parties: join us to brainstorm,
discuss and plan what the year 2012 as World Design Capital can mean and be for
all of us.

On Saturday, May 22, the organizers of World Design Capital Helsinki 2012 will hold an
Ideas Forum. The Forum will consist of brainstorming sessions, which will be organized
between 9:00 in the morning and 18:00 in the evening in Helsinki, Espoo, Vantaa,
Kauniainen and Lahti. Everybody is welcome to join. The sessions are meant for joint
ideas creation and discussion of the opportunities offered by the World Design Capital
Helsinki title, both for the communities at large and for the session organizers themselves.

Anyone who sees value in the World Design Capital project can organize a brainstorming
session and so participate in the overall process. Those interested in organizing a session
should report to ideointi@wdchelsinki2012.fi by May 7. Please state the theme of your
session, time, place, duration and the organizer. It is recommended that you also report
any possible expert presentations to be held at the session. The producers of the Ideas
Forum will give you further guidance after hearing from you.

Ideas for World Design Capital Helsinki 2012 are also welcomed online on the project’s
website at www.wdchelsinki2012.fi from May 17 to 31, 2010.

The Ideas Forum is intended to provide answers to two main questions:
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- What are the expectations and hopes for World Design Capital Helsinki 20127
- What are the opportunities that World Design Capital Helsinki 2012 can offer for you
or the organization that you represent?

“How can we develop, advance and improve our everyday life in 2012?” questions Pekka
Timonen, who directs the World Design Capital Helsinki 2012 project. “For us, design is a
human oriented and open activity. That is why we are now asking citizens to offer ideas for
the year's programme.”

According to Timonen, the Design Year 2012 can give us keys to new networks, design
know-how, opportunities to showcase our know-how, international co-operation, and
surprising achievements.

“We will be successful if World Design Capital Helsinki 2012 is openly shared and owned
by us all,” Timonen says.

An open city brainstorms

People can participate in the brainstorming sessions of Saturday, May 22 by joining the
discussion or submitting ideas in writing. Every session will be attended by a World Design
Capital guide, who registers the ideas. The sessions and ideas will be posted on
www.wdchelsinki2012.fi from May 17 onwards.

On May 22, a number of World Design Capital Helsinki 2012 teams will be making rounds
in the five cities, setting up spontaneous brainstorming sessions at busy places, such as
bus stops and squares.

Anyone can also submit ideas online at www.wdchelsinki2012.fi from May 17 to 31, 2010.

The ideas and information gathered through the Ideas Forum will be used in World Design
Capital Helsinki 2012 programme planning.

Further information and requests for interviews:
World Design Capital Helsinki 2012:

Pekka Timonen, Director, pekka.timonen@wdchelsinki2012.fi, phone (+358 9) 310 37000,
mobile +358 50 337 4386

Ideas Forum May 22, 2010:
Jonna Hurskainen, Producer, Pluto Finland, jonna.hurskainen@plutofinland.fi, mobile
+358 40 718 9296

Contact persons at participating cities:
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Eero Waronen, Chief Communications Officer, City of Helsinki, mobile +358 50 547 3734

Lea Rintala, Project Manager, WeeGee Exhibition Centre, Espoo, phone (+358 9) 8165
2199

Antti Kuusela, Communications Director, City of Vantaa, mobile +358 40 769 6538
Markus Jahnsson, Information Secretary, City of Kauniainen, mobile +358 50 581 0500
Heini Moisio, Project Manager, City of Lahti, mobile +358 50 383 6504

Press photos: http://pressi.kulttuuri.hel.fi/?cartid=171

World Design Capital Helsinki 2012 in a nutshell

World Design Capital Helsinki 2012 is a joint project by the cities of Helsinki, Espoo,
Vantaa, Kauniainen and Lahti. World Design Capital is a biennial designation conferred to
one city at a time. The designation recognizes cities that make effective use of design in
their cultural, social and economic development. More at http://wdchelsinki2012.fi/

The World Design Capital title is conferred by the International Council of Societies of
Industrial Design (Icsid) and The International Design Alliance (IDA). The previous World
Design Capitals are Torino (2008) and Seoul (2010).
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